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From the Desk of the National Director 

Kenny Lloyd 

  2018 Advocacy Legislation Seminar  

As I prepare for the Legislation Seminar for next month in Washington DC, I always wonder if I 

will have trouble with my flights or going through TSA. I have had my problems in the past and 

don’t look forward to getting into those problems again. The Air Access Act has been one of the 

issues that has been brought up before to our legislators and continues to be an issue for our 

members. PVA will continue to advocate for our members to have a safe and hopefully an 

enjoyable flight for wherever their travels may take them. 

Some of the other key issues that will be discussed with our legislators are for PVA supporting 

expanding eligibility for the VA comprehensive family caregiver program. As of right now, 

anyone hurt after 9-11 their caregivers have health benefits where before 9-11 they do not.  I 

would hope all you would agree the veterans that were hurt before 9-11 are just as important as 

the one after 9-11. I advocated for this one last year too and I do think there has been progress 

but not enough. 

Improve benefits for catastrophically disabled Veterans. Automobile Adaptive Equipment. Now 

this one I can relate to and I know one of our board members can relate as well. A year ago, I 

was rear ended and they totaled my van out. I did not have to wait as long to get my van replaced 

as our one board member did. There happen to be a veteran with ALS that had ordered a 

wheelchair accessible van and passed away the day it showed up at the dealership. Since the VA 

had already approved it and paid for it, I was able to get my van sooner than what it takes the VA 

to approve getting one. I waited three months but our board member had his van totaled out in 

July and waited until late December for his van. If anybody has rented a wheelchair accessible 

van to drive, you will find it will run around $125 a day. My insurance company will not cover 

that much and I am going to guess there is a lot more out that don’t either. This makes it a 

hardship for the veteran to get to his doctors appointments or to even have a social life. When a 

veteran has his van totaled out the VA needs to step up and help those veterans get another van 

faster than they are now. 

I will be in Washington DC the first week of March advocating for these issues and more. I don’t 

have to be the only one advocating when the veterans right here at home can do the same thing. 

Things will never change in Washington if we do not speak out.    

 

 
         

   2018 IPVA Turkey Hunt 

 
 

The IPVA Turkey Hunt will be held April 28th & 29th in the Hardin County area.  Lunches will be  

provided as well as coffee and donuts to start the day. There will be a volunteer for each hunter.  We will also 

have two Action Track chairs on site for use by wheelchair hunters!  If you are interested in participating 

in the April Turkey Hunt, please contact Kenny Lloyd at 515-570-1402.  

Deadline for signup is Saturday, April 14th! 
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From the Desk of Kim Gould 

Legionaire’s Disease at the Quincy, IL Veterans Home 

As many of you may know, there has been a terrible health issue at the Illinois Veterans Home-Quincy. On September 1, 2015, the     

Illinois Department of Veterans’ Affairs (IDVA) and the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) announced the deaths of a total of 

seven residents at the Illinois Veterans’ Home-Quincy.  The seven residents, all of whom had underlying medical conditions, were among 

the 39 individuals who had been diagnosed with Legionnaires’ disease to date.   

              

At that time,  IDVA Director Erica Jeffries said  “While saddened by the loss of our residents, having been at the Home and talking with 

the staff and our residents, I am impressed with their resilience and spirit. We remain vigilant in monitoring our residents and we        

continue to follow the guidance of our interagency partners to implement remediation efforts across our Home.  The safety and quality of 

care for our residents and staff are our primary concerns.” 

  

IDPH Director Nirav D. Shah, M.D., J.D. went on to say, “We continue to work diligently with our public health and Veterans’ Affairs 

partners to get immediate medical care to residents or staff at the Home who are experiencing respiratory illness. Unfortunately, we    

expect to see additional cases and possibly additional deaths because the incubation period for Legionnaires’ disease can be up to two 

weeks, and because patients with underlying medical conditions are at increased risk of more severe illness.” 

  

On August 30, 2015, IDPH requested aid from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) for epidemiology and       

environmental health assistance and three CDC Epidemic Intelligence Service Officers and one environmental health specialist arrived at 

the Illinois Veterans’ Home – Quincy to work with IDVA and IDPH in investigating the Legionnaires’ disease outbreak.  CDC also   

provided laboratory support from its headquarters in Atlanta, GA. 

  

IDVA and IDPH continued to work closely with the Adams County Health Department to identify and mitigate possible sources of 

the Legionella bacteria.  Public and environmental health officials worked closely with home staff to implement control measures at the 

home in order to prevent additional individuals from being infected. 

  

Most cases of Legionnaires’ disease can be traced to plumbing systems where conditions are favorable for Legionella growth, such as hot 

water tanks, cooling towers, and evaporative condensers of large air-conditioning systems.  In order to be infected with the bacteria, a 

person must inhale contaminated water vapor.  Legionnaires’ disease cannot be transmitted person-to-person.  Legionella bacteria occur 

naturally in the environment.  As such, the source is rarely identified in cases of Legionnaires’ disease.  Approximately 300 cases of   

Legionnaires’ disease are reported each year across in Illinois. 

 

The IVHQ completed an extensive renovation of its plumbing systems in response to the 2015 Legionnaires’ disease outbreak.         

Renovations included construction of a water treatment plant capable of providing higher-quality water for the Home’s sensitive       

population.  IDVA continues to test and treat its water for harmful bacteria, including Legionella.  Along with additional chlorine       

treatments, IVHQ maintains hot water at 150 degrees to prevent the growth of Legionella.  Hot water is then mixed with cold water to a 

temperature of 110 degrees, which allows for the maximum control of bacteria while protecting residents from scalding.  

 

The Illinois Department of Veterans’ Affairs (IDVA) and the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) recently reported a third   

laboratory-confirmed case of Legionnaires’ disease at the Illinois Veterans Home in Quincy (IVHQ). The resident is in stable condition. 

Following this latest report, representatives from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention returned to the home in Quincy, on 

Tuesday, February 13 2018 at the request of IDPH, to review testing protocols for individuals with respiratory illness. 

 

IDVA is boosting disinfection levels in its water to further reduce any potential exposure to residents or staff.  IDVA is also                

implementing modified water restrictions across the IVHQ campus, including: 

 

• Installing Laminar flow devices on all sinks.  This filter reduces the aeration of the water as it flows from the faucet. 

• Limiting bathing to showers only, which are protected with legionella blocking Pall filters. 

• Instituting temperature checks every two hours while residents are awake, and full vitals every four hours. 

 

There is an increase in respiratory illness due to other bacteria and viruses this time of year.  In addition to infectious disease control and 

testing protocols, the teams will continue working to trace potential sources of Legionella bacteria and conduct additional environmental 

health testing. 

 

I am confident that VA and State of Illinois officials and well as IVHQ staff are doing everything they can to eliminate this issue.   

 

Please keep these residents in your thoughts and prayers.   

 

 

Kim 
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Contact Us: 
Iowa PVA 

  7025 Hickman Rd., Suite #1 

    Urbandale, IA  50322 

 

515-277-4782                                                                                           

 888-909-4782   

515-277-8165—Fax 

 

   iowapva1@yahoo.com                                                                              

   iowapvakim@yahoo.com        

            iowapvagretchen1@yahoo.com 

    www.iapva.org 

Annual Clothing Allowance 
By: Gus Gonzales 

National Service Officer 
 

Now is a good time to start submitting your annual clothing allowance applications.  The clothing  

allowances is a benefit available to veterans who are rated for a service connected condition that requires 

the use of a wheelchair, or an orthopedic appliances. Also, if an individual have a service-connected skin 

condition that requires medication which damages the outer clothing maybe entitled to an annual clothing 

allowance. 
 

You may qualify for multiple clothing allowances if more than one prosthetic appliance and/or medication 

was used for two different service connected disabilities. An example, being service connected for  

paraplegia and requiring the constant use of a wheelchair and having a service connected skin condition 

that requires the use of medication that stains your clothing may qualify you for two separate clothing  

allowances.  
 

In order to apply, you must submit a VA Form 10-8678 to the Prosthetic and Sensory Service at your local 

Department of Veterans Medical Center (VAMC) prior to August 1st of each year.  The current annual 

clothing allowance is $795.19, which is paid after August 1st. The application is available on the  

Department of Veterans Affairs website or you may contact your local Prosthetic Department as well your 

local PVA Service Officer for assistance.  
 

The applications are collected throughout the year and held until the closing date of August 1st. They are 

then processed and Veterans should receive their payments between September 1st and October 31st. 

Please remember this is an annual payment and will only be made during this time frame.  
 

If you have any questions about this benefit, you may contact a Paralyzed Veterans of America’s National 

Service Office and we will be glad to assist you.   Also, I maybe contacted directly at 515-323-7544 for 

questions regarding this benefit or any VA benefits.  

SUPPORT THE IOWA PVA 
 

Paralyzed Veterans of America -  

Iowa Chapter relies solely on private  donations 

and receives NO government funding!  Your      

contribution is 100% tax deductible, as we are a 

501(c)(3)  corporation.  

 

Support by individual donors and businesses enable 

us to make our services FREE to members.   

  

Please support our mission  through a direct        

donation to: 

 

Paralyzed Veterans of America -  

Iowa Chapter  

7025 Hickman Rd, Suite #1 

Urbandale, IA  50322 
 

Thank you! 
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March 

Richard Tracy    March 6 

Mary Beth Mayne   March 8 

Garry Barry    March 9 

Jon Schneider    March 11 

Keith Harvey    March 11 

Peter Coffelt    March 11 

Oscar Ballard    March 14 

Vernon Nieland   March 21 

Wesley Rehder   March 21 

Terrance Korf    March 21 

Jerry Nash    March 21 

Richard Haw    March 30 

Robert Burrell   March 30 

Harold Hymer   March 30 

April 
Craig Wathen   April 3 

George Barber   April 6 

James Knudsen   April 8 

Bryce Cherryholmes  April 8 

Clifford Hughes   April 10 

James Maher   April 11 

Becky Elliott   April 12 

William Purcell   April 12 

Daniel Scholtes   April 14 

Lawrence Francek   April 16 

Ann Dehli    April 18 

Terry Lipovac   April 21 

Vincil DeLay   April 21 

Michael Graf   April 21 

Nancy Collins   April 23 

John Jones    April 26  

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

3/8  Bingo at the Des Moines VA CLC - 6:30 pm 

3/11  Daylight Savings Time starts 

3/17  Volunteer Advisory Meeting - Iowa Veterans Home Marshalltown  

3/22  Iowa PVA Board of Directors/Membership/Caregiver Support Meeting -   

                  11:00 am at the Iowa PVA Office 

3/30  Good Friday 

 

4/1– 4/30 PVA Awareness Month  

4/1  Easter 

4/7  Agent Orange & Toxic Exposure Town Hall Meeting—Iowa Veterans 

  Home Marshalltown (Malloy Leisure Resource Center)  9am—4pm 

4/12  Bingo at the Des Moines VA CLC - 6:30 pm 

4/19  Des Moines VA Bi-annual SCI Meeting - 11:00 a.m. IPVA Office 

4/21  VAC Meeting / Spring Carnival - Iowa Veterans Home in Marshalltown 

4/26  PVA Awareness at DSM VA - 9:00 - Noon 

4/26  Iowa PVA Board of Directors/Membership/Caregiver Support Meeting -  

                  1:00 p.m. at the Iowa PVA Office 
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Thank you to Dennis Baldwin 

of Madrid, Iowa, for donating his 

time and his skills.  Dennis took 

our 11 foot Board Room table and 

made it into a 15 foot table.  Now 

all of our Board Members can be 

around the table together during  

meetings and events. 

 
 

 

Thank you to Rock Bottom Brewery 
& Restaurant—Des Moines for raising 

over $800 to support Paralyzed  
Veterans of America—Iowa during 

their Veterans’ Day Tapping Party and 
Beer Sales event in November.   

The Mission Statement of Paralyzed Veterans of America  
  
The Paralyzed Veterans of America, a congressionally chartered veterans service organization  founded in 1946, has         

developed a unique expertise on a wide variety of issues involving the special needs of our members-veterans of the armed 

forces who have experienced spinal cord injury or dysfunction. 

  

PVA will use that expertise to be the leading advocate for: 

  

 Quality health care for our members, 

 Research and education addressing spinal cord injury and dysfunction, 

 Benefits available as a result of our members’ military service, 

 Civil rights and opportunities which maximize the independence of our members. 

 

To enable PVA to continue to honor this commitment, we must recruit and retain members who have the experience,  

energy, dedication, and passion necessary to manage the organization and ensure adequate resources to sustain the  

programs  essential for PVA to achieve its mission. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE       CONTACT: Stephanie Armiger 
February 2, 2018          202-416-7696 
           StephanieA@pva.org 
 

Paralyzed Veterans of America Contribute to Vikings' Super Bowl Stadium Accessibility Redesign 
 

Mobility impaired patrons now provided with equal access to Minnesota's U.S. Bank Stadium 
 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – 2/2/18, The Minnesota Vikings NFL team will be hosting this year’s Super Bowl in a 65,400-seat stadium featuring 
superior wheelchair access and seating options, thanks in part to guidance from Paralyzed Veterans of America’s (Paralyzed Veter-
ans) Architecture Department and Minnesota Chapter.  
 
The stadium's redesign began in 2016 when the Vikings' advisory board formed a committee to provide insight into meeting the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements. The ADA, established in 1990, prohibits discrimination based on  
disability and outlines equal accessibility requirements. As the leading veterans service organization experienced in ADA  
compliance, Paralyzed Veterans joined the committee as a trusted advisor.  
 
“Our aim was to not only meet the ADA requirements, but exceed them wherever possible as an additional level of access for mobility re-
stricted individuals. The 1.75 million square foot facility features wheelchair-accessible seating at various ticket price points and in more 
than 100 private suites,” said Mark Lichter, director of architecture for Paralyzed Veterans of  
America.  
 
As the only veterans service organization that employs full-time architects, Paralyzed Veterans is able to provide the highest level of guid-
ance tailored to the needs of disabled veterans and all people with disabilities. Paralyzed Veterans’ architects operate on a small to large-
scale basis, with a broad scope of work ranging from private homes to national sporting arenas. Notable achievements include advising on 
the accessibility of the Washington National's Ballpark, the Virginia Governor’s Mansion and the National Dwight D. Eisenhower Memorial.  
 
Though sports fans this weekend will be able to enjoy a fully accessible stadium, the battle for nation-wide accessibility is far from over. 
 
“What it comes down to is seeing the ADA as not something you have to comply with, but as a means of treating people with disabilities 
with dignity and equality,” Lichter said. “Once that mindset in society changes, then we will make big strides, but we’re not there yet. Good 
accessible design often does not cost more, and typically leads to better design.” 

 

 

mailto:StephanieA@pva.org
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Indianola Home Medical Supply L.L.C. 

207 South Howard St. 

Indianola, IA  50125 

 

Wheelchairs, Scooters, Bathroom Safety and Daily Living Products 

 

Full Service and Parts Department 

 

Home Modifications, Patient Lifts, Entry Ramps, Stair Lifts,  

Porch Lifts, Scooter Lifts and Elevators 

 

Darl Kaldenberg, Manager 

Phone:  515-962-0701 

Fax:  515-962-9251 

The below foundation builds Smart homes for Catastrophically injured service 

personal who served during OEF/OIF.  The foundation is currently looking for 

2019 recipients for one of their 2800 square foot mortgage free smart homes.   

If you are interested and to determine if you are a possible candidate, please  

visit their website www.ourbravest.org. 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE    CONTACT: Stephanie Armiger 
February 1, 2018       202-416-7696 

               StephanieA@pva.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Paralyzed Veterans of America Names Executive Director 

Organization’s policy expert steps in to lead national office operations 

WASHINGTON, DC — Paralyzed Veterans of America (Paralyzed Veterans) today announced that its President and Executive Committee 
have named Carl Blake as the organization’s executive director. Blake has led Paralyzed Veterans’ government relations program since 
2014 and has been serving as the organizations’ interim executive director since November 2017. 

Blake, a West Point grad and U. S. Army veteran, first became a member of Paralyzed Veterans in 2001, and has served as its associate 
executive director of government relations for the past three years. 

mailto:StephanieA@pva.org
http://pva.org
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ATTENTION 
 

Please check out our new and improved web page! [www.iowapva.org]  Many items of interest will be 

posted frequently.  This will bring you news about the chapter between newsletters.  It is a work in 

progress, but you will find it very interesting and informative.   

  

Please provide us with your email address.  We would like to provide you your newsletter and other  

information electronically.  This will make it easier for you and less expensive for us.  
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Are you moving???? 

Don’t forget to notify the office of your new address.  If you are a PVA member, we will let National PVA and  

PN PARAPLEGIA NEWS know where you are moving to, so you won’t miss a single issue.   

Call us at 888-909-4782. 

 


