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A Message From The President 

Jon R. Schneider 

ATTENTION 
 

1. Please check out our new and improved web page! Many items of interest will be 

    posted frequently.  This will bring you news about the chapter between newsletters.   

It is a work in progress, but you will find it very interesting and informative.   

  www.iowapva.org. 

 

2. Please provide us with your email address.  We would like to provide you your   

     newsletter and other information electronically.  This will make it easier for you and 

     less expensive for us.  

VA NEWS REGARDING IVH AND  

IOWA STATE VETERANS CEMETERY 

 

In communications from Jose D. Riojas, Interim Chief of Staff to the Secretary of the U.S. 

Department of Veterans Affairs, informed me that the U.S. Department of VA has awarded a 

grant totaling $23,840,617 to the State of Iowa.  The grant is for Federal Assistance toward the 

cost to renovate the Dack and Malloy Buildings at the State Veterans Home in Marshalltown, 

Iowa. 

 

The letter from U.S. Secretary Shinseki also informed Mr. David G. Worley, Commandant, 

Iowa State Veterans Home, notifying him of VA’s commitment. 

 

A review of the application indicates that the Department of Veterans Affairs may participate 

in lesser of $23,840,617 or 65 percent of the actual cost of construction, but the exact amount 

of the grant is subject to adjustment at the final audit.  However, the sum of the requests for 

payment may not exceed the amount of this grant, signed the Memorandum of Agreement by 

Secretary Eric K. Shinseki. 

 

In other communications from VA Secretary Shinseki, his office was pleased to inform the 

State of Iowa of awarding a grant in the amount of $919.612 for 100 percent of allowable 

costs associated with the expansion of the Iowa Veterans Cemetery in Adel, Iowa. The State 

of Iowa submitted a formal Application for Federal Assistance for the project on            

May31, 2013. This grant will fund the construction of a columbaria, irrigation system         

improvements, pump house, as well as landscaping and supporting infrastructure. The project 

will develop approximately one acre. 

 

The grant will help the State of Iowa provide enhanced service for 67,260 Veterans and their 

families in Iowa. 

 

The Memorandum of Agreement was sent to the Executive Director of the Iowa Department 

of Veterans Affairs, Mr. Robert King, the official representative of the State for this                 

federally-assisted project. 

 

jrs 
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“Ride to Live” 

by 

Kenny Lloyd 

National Director 

This was our first fund raiser by doing a motorcycle ride. My friend Tony Geary, who is always volunteering for our Deer and 

Turkey hunts, was instrumental in helping us with the motorcycle ride. Tony had been talking to me about how they have been 

doing this ride for individuals that had cancer and I had asked him if he would do one for our organization. Tony said yes but 

needed to talk to the group that organized the ride each year. Kim Gould our Executive Director and I went to talk with the 

group. They were very excited to be helping paralyzed veterans and we began planning the ride. 

 

There was very little to do on our part as to what their committee had to get ready. They had to plan a route to ride and, as you 

all know, here in Iowa this spring we had alot of flooding around the Tama, and Blairstown, IA area. Up to the week the ride, 

we did not know if the ride was going to happen or not. We really didn’t want to cancel, but with all of the rain we had, it had    

already flooded some of the roads the ride was planned to go on. The biggest problem was we were not sure if there were any 

roads open to get into Blairstown where the motorcycle ride was to begin. 

 

Two days before the ride, Tony made the decision to proceed with the motorcycle ride. Some of the route had to be changed 

because of the flooding, but everything went on without anymore complications. David Graham, our Sports Director and I got 

to ride in motorcycle side cars. We rode 109 miles stopping in Tama, Dysart, Keystone, and Van Horne. In Tama we stopped 

for lunch and at the other towns we stopped for refreshments and to raise money for our chapter. It did rain on us a little 

through the day but nothing that would stop us from riding. After the ride we held a silent auction in Blairstown. It was a great 

day and the turn out was great as well.  Board Members Steven Brinkmeyer and Duane Frideres (along with their wives Susan 

and Bev), my wife Pauline, and Executive Director Kim Gould also attended the event.  

Come Join Us At The 2013 Iowa State Fair 
 

The Iowa Paralyzed Veterans of America invites you to attend the Iowa State Fair on us.  We are again offering FOUR FREE tickets per 

family for our Family Time August event.   

 

We do ask, if possible, to please participate in the Veterans Day Parade on Monday, August 12th. FREE parking passes will be issued 

prior to the parade.  The Iowa Military Band will play and there will be other  specific events honoring our nation’s veterans. Please know 

that by being in the parade, you will have free admission for that day AND you can use your four FREE tickets another time! Plus, 

those who participate in the parade will be the only ones eligible for any extra unclaimed tickets. The Veterans Day Parade is our 

chance to be recognized by thousands. We are historically the only group in the parade to receive a standing ovation which is a very     

touching tribute to those participating. While heat can be an issue, the past few years have been perfect. PLEASE call and tell us you will     

participate!!! 

 

All ticket orders must be received before Friday, July 19th.  For those participating in the parade, you may call the office and order any 

remaining tickets after August 3th.  We will give you those extra tickets when you arrive to be in the parade.  This is our most popular event 

of the year, so call to order your tickets ASAP.  There will be NO reorder, so once the tickets are all spoken for, we will be done issuing 

tickets.  As we have done in previous years, we will mail out your tickets to you as soon as we receive them in our office. 

 

Call today, 515-277-4782 or 888-909-4782, to order your Iowa State Fair Tickets!!!!  



 

 

P AGE  4  BACK TALK  

D I S C L A I M E R 

 
Back Talk and the Iowa Chapter of the Paralyzed Veterans of America neither endorses nor guarantees any of the products or services            

advertised. We are pleased that we can offer you information about products and services that are available, but we strongly urge you to   

investigate any company or product yourself prior to using such services or products. 
 
Back Talk is a publication of the Iowa PVA and is meant to inform its readers of Chapter activities, legislation, and other matters of concern to 

veterans and/or members of the disability community.  Any opinions expressed in any article is that of the author and may not reflect the  

beliefs or policies of the Iowa Chapter. 

Thank you. 

 

Dual Clothing Allowance 

by 

Andrew Bernstrom 

National Service Officer 

 

The Secretary of Veterans Affairs Eric K. Shinseki announced the publication of a final regulation in the Federal  

Register on clothing allowance that expands the eligibility criteria for Veterans with multiple prosthetic and  

orthopedic devices or who use prescription medications for service-connected skin conditions.   

 

“Veterans whose service-connected disabilities require prosthetic appliances and skin medications deserve financial 

assistance for the extra clothing they have to purchase,” said Shinseki. “A federal appeals court has ruled that         

Veterans may be entitled to more than one clothing allowance, and we are adjusting our regulations to make sure   

Veterans get the benefit of that decision.”  The new regulation provides the criteria for more than one annual clothing 

allowance in situations where distinct garments are affected, and ensures Veterans are adequately compensated for 

any damage to clothing.  

 

Veterans, who because of a service-connected disability, wear or use a prosthetic or orthopedic appliance that tends to 

wear out or tear clothing, are eligible for payment of an annual clothing allowance.  Examples of appliances include 

an artificial limb, rigid extremity brace, rigid spinal or cervical brace, wheelchair, crutches or other devices prescribed 

for the Veteran’s service-connected disability. Also, Veterans who because of a service-connected skin condition use 

a medication that causes irreparable damage or stains to outer garments, are also eligible for payment of an annual 

clothing allowance.  

 

The change makes VA’s clothing allowance regulations consistent with the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal  

Circuit’s holding in the case of Sursely v. Peake.  The application deadline for an annual clothing allowance is        

August 1 of each year.  Payments are administered during the months of September and October.  Payment of more 

than one clothing allowance to qualifying Veterans began in 2012. VA is in the process of revising  

VA Form 10-8678, Application for an Annual Clothing Allowance, to accommodate for more than one annual     

clothing allowance.  Currently, the single annual clothing allowance is $716.  

 

 In the meantime, if a Veteran wishes to claim more than one allowance, the Veteran may continue to download and 

complete the current form at: http://www.va.gov/vaforms/medical/pdf/10-8678-fill%204-08.pdf and 

http://www.vba.va.gov/pubs/forms/VBA-21-4138-ARE.pdf, to indicate that he or she desires consideration for more 

than one annual clothing allowance.  Veterans are also encouraged to visit VA’s web portal eBenefits - Compensation 

for information on the clothing allowance and other VA benefits. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact your PVA National Service Officer at 515-323-7544. 



 

 

 BACK TALK  P AGE  5  

 

From the Desk of the Executive Director 

 

Kim Gould 

Have you served or are serving in the military? 

Tell the world your story. 
 

I was recently contacted by Research Assistant, Savpreet Bhandal.  Mr. Bhandel is working with                   
Dr. Phil Zimbardo (Stanford University, CA) and Sarah Brunskill to standardize a measure that evaluates a       
recently developed conceptual model called The Social Intensity Syndrome, or SIS. The research involves      
surveying (via online)  military service members about their social systems, relationships and mental health.  
 

They hope to determine that social networks are vital to the re-adaptation into civilian life, and helps prevent    
severe mental health problems (i.e., anxiety, depression, and PTSD). They truly believe that social groups like 
Paralyzed Veterans of America - Iowa Chapter are the best support systems a Vet can have, particularly if they 
have been deployed. This is why they have come to our organization for help. 
 

They need more participants to take the survey to ensure that all wars, age groups, and departments within the 
military are accurately represented. They have asked for our assistance in getting this survey out to both enlisted 
and/or Veterans? This is a non-commercial and confidential survey. They would appreciate any participation in 
this survey, and are able to provide a chance to win a $200 gift certificate to Amazon.  
 

You are invited to participate in this research study about the effects of Social Intensity Syndrome (SIS) on      
military personnel’s relationships. 
 
A confidential survey has been prepared, and can be completed at your convenience. No names will be collected 
-- The survey is anonymous. Again, this is not a commercial survey. In order to participant in this study you must 
have served or are currently serving in the military, be 18 or older, male and be able to speak and read English. 
 
To access the Informed Consent and the Survey, please go to this website address using your computer: 
http://sites.google.com/site/sisstudy/  

If you would like to learn more about the study, or have a question, please feel free contact Sarah Brunskill at 
sbrunskill@gmail.com.                                                                                                                                            

Link to Facebook page: www.facebook.com/SISstudy 

Kim 

 

 
 

SUPPORT THE IOWA PVA 
 

The Iowa Paralyzed Veterans of America relies solely on private donations and receives NO government funding!  Your contribution is 

100% tax deductible, as we are a 501(c)(3) corporation. Support by individual donors and businesses enable us to make our services 

FREE to members.  Please support our mission through a direct donation to: 

 

 Iowa Paralyzed Veterans of America  (Iowa PVA) 

3703 1/2 Douglas Avenue 

Des Moines, IA  50310 

http://sites.google.com/site/sisstudy/
mailto:sbrunskill@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/SISstudy
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PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA  

IOWA CHAPTER 

 

LIFE ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 

 

DATE:________________ 

NAME:_________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:_______________________________________________________ 

CITY/STATE/ZIP:__________________________________________________ 

HOME PHONE:___________________________ WORK PHONE:__________________________ 

CELL PHONE:____________________________ EMAIL ADDRESS:_________________________ 

 

Please check any of the following volunteer activities that you may be interested in: 

_______ Sports Programs   _______ Family Time Activities 

_______ VAMC Programs   _______ Fund Raising Activities 

_______ Public Relations Events  _______ Other (please detail in comments section) 

 

COMMENTS:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Lifetime Associate Membership Fee: $75.00 

 

Please return this application and payment to the Iowa PVA at the following address: 

Iowa PVA 

3703 1/2 Douglas Ave. 

Des Moines, IA 50310-5347 

(515-277-4782) 

 

 

 

Associate Member Signature:_____________________________________________________ 
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Cookbooks 
 

The cookbooks have arrived and are going like hotcakes!!!!!  

With every donation of at least $20.00, you will receive a free 

cookbook.  Please send your donation directly to our office at: 

 

Iowa Paralyzed Veterans of America 

3703 1/2 Douglas Ave. 

Des Moines, IA  50310 

 

Associate Membership Drive 
 

Please consider becoming an Associate Member of Iowa    

Paralyzed Veterans of America.  Simply fill out the Associate 

Membership Application found on Page 10 of this issue and 

mail it with a check for $75.00 to our office. Applicants for   

Associate Membership will receive a free cookbook and a gift 

card to be redeemed for one pie at Village Inn. 

 

Be sure to include the address you would like your gifts sent to. 

Thank you!!!!!!!! 

JULY 

 

Wolfgang D. Gaumer    July 1 

Daniel J. Alberts    July 4 

Chris S. Mills      July 4 

David A. Wending     July 5 

Jay A. Meek     July 6 

Randy L. Upton     July 6 

Dominic E. Vargas    July 6 

James T. Story      July 7 

Michael W. Foster    July 10 

David R. Graham    July 10  

Duane J. Frideres    July 11 

Jerry L. Meek     July 15 

Calvin R. Wolfe    July 17 

Loren F. Beasley    July 18 

Leon F. Youngbear    July 23 

Gary L. Hefty     July 25 

Stuart D. Juarez     July 29 

Robert L. Madden    July 29 

AUGUST 

 

William D. Gibbs    August 6 

David M. Aliffi     August 7 

Lon J. Cunningham    August 9 

Ricky C. Wyatt     August 10 

Leslie P. Overcash    August 13 

Larry M. Phillips    August 13 

Leonard V. Terry    August 13 

Steven K. Davis     August 14 

Bruce W. Hamilton    August 14 

Thomas J. Maule    August 15 

Michael D. Flanery     August 18 

Daniel L. Carlson    August 19 

Michael F. Moehrl    August 23 

Jerome W. Fitzsimons    August 30 
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Contact Us: 
Iowa PVA 

  3703 1/2 Douglas Avenue 

   Des Moines, IA  50310  

 

515-277-4782      

888-909-4782   

515-277-8165—Fax 

 

iowapva1@yahoo.com 

iowapvakim@yahoo.com        

   iowapvajaz@yahoo.com 

 

      

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

7/11 -    Bingo at the Des Moines VA CLC 

7/11 -    Hospital Liaison Site Visit at the Iowa City VAMC 

7/13 -    IPVA Golf Outing at River Valley Golf Course in Adel, IA 

7/15 -    Transportation  Advisory Group DART Central Station In Des Moines 

7/17 -    Hospital Liaison Site Visit at the Des Moines VAMC 

7/18 -    IPVA Board of Directors Meeting at the IPVA Office - 11:00 a.m. 

 

8/7 -    Ice Cream Social at the Des Moines VAMC 

8/8 -    Bingo at the Des Moines VA CLC 

8/8 -    Hospital Liaison Site Visit at the Iowa City VAMC 

8/12 -    Veterans Parade at the Iowa State Fair 

8/12 - 8/17 -   PVA National Convention in Long Beach, CA 

8/21 -    Hospital Liaison Site Visit at the Des Moines VAMC 

8/22 -    IPVA Board of Directors Meeting at the IPVA Office -  11:00 a.m. 
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Wheelchair Basketball 
 

Adaptive Sports Iowa  continues to host weekly  

wheelchair Basketball pickup games in Ankeny.  The 

games are held at the First Family Church located at 

317 SE Magazine Road.  The facility is reserved from 

6-8 p.m. every Thursday night.  Adaptive Sports Iowa 

will have six sports chairs on site.  There is no cost to 

participate.  Come out and enjoy the fun. 

Robert K. Rankin 

President-CEO 

Business Telephone 

Systems     

Sales and Service 

CenturyLink Services   

    5444 NW 96th Street   -   Johnston, Iowa  50131 

Phone:  (515) 331-2616   or   (515) 986-5654 Ext. 207 

Fax:  (515) 986-5014   E-mail:  

bobrankin@rankincom.com 

 

 

I just wanted to let everyone know that we added bowling to our list of activities. It kicked off in April and will  

continue to be the second Tuesday of every month from 6pm to 8 pm at Warrior Lanes in Waukee Iowa. 
 
 
Mark Houseman 
Veteran Outreach 
Adaptive Sports Iowa 
1421 S. Bell Avenue #104 
Ames, Iowa 50010 
C (515) 707-3082 
www.adaptivesportsiowa.org 
http://www.adaptivesportsiowa.org/Veterans.aspx 
https://www.facebook.com/VeteranAdaptiveSportsIowa 

Handicapped Accessible Home For Sale 
 

Only the best in this near 1800 sq ft 3 BR 2 Bath ranch home. Home has large open floor plan with solid surface flooring. Kitchen area with custom 
cabinets, granite countertops, just off to the side of kitchen you have a nice desk area for studying or bill paying station. Bathrooms have solid surface 
countertops, Large master suite features large custom tile shower, large walk in closet. Some other special features of this custom built home are in 
floor zoned heating even garage and basement, 2x6 exterior walls, Pella windows with built in blinds, home is built with all handicap codes, no 
steps to get into home plus professionally landscaped. Storage building has power and water to it.  1,000 sq. ft. basement with egress windows 
can be easily finished.  You will enjoy many nights on the custom patio with fire pit and grill. For the biking, running fans the High Trestle Trail runs 
along the back of the land. Home sits on 1.38 acres (there is an additional 1.16 acre lot available 2 1/2 miles east of Madrid on Highway 210, home is 
on Left Side. Only 2 homes in Cul-de-sac  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Listing Synopsis 07/03/13 Status: Active ID#: 420422 Address: 2293 UMBRELLA PL City: MADRID Price: $325,000 County: Boone 

Bedrooms: 3 Style: Ranch Garage: 3 Attached Acres: 1.430 Bathrooms (Full, Partial, Half): 2 , 0 , 0 Tot. Liv. Area SF: 1772 Basement SF: 
1000 Fin. Basement SF: Lot Size: / 1.43 New/Proposed: Year Built: 2011 Gross Tax: $446 Listing Date: 06/24/13  

 

Name: Shane  Torres 515-984-0222 515-202-5894 Office: RE/MAX REAL ESTATE CONCEPTS   

http://www.adaptivesportsiowa.org
http://www.adaptivesportsiowa.org/Veterans.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/VeteranAdaptiveSportsIowa
http://iow.mlxchange.com/DotNet/Pub/GetViewEx.aspx
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PVA Disaster Relief Fund 
 
 
 
From: Sherman Gillums Jr. 
Associate Executive Director 
Veterans Benefits Department 
 

Date: May 20, 2013 
 
Due to the severe weather in your area, I would like to remind you of PVA’s Disaster Relief Fund. To   
assist you in the distribution of relief funds, please comply with the following accountability procedures: 
 
  1) Funds will only be provided to PVA members. 
 

 
2)  A maximum of $1,500 per individual or family will be granted. Each application 

must be evaluated for need. Maximum disbursements will not be made in all 
cases. 

 
3)  Funds may be used for transportation, temporary shelter, food, modifications 

for accessibility, prosthetic appliances, and medical supplies. The funds will not 
be provided if other assistance has been provided to pay for the items in the 
request (insurance, FEMA, etc.). Funds will also not be approved to cleanup, 
fix, or replace damages not related to the veteran’s primary dwelling. 

 
4)  Applications can be received by the PVA Chapter or the National Service     

Office. 
 

5)     Once an application is received it is to be reviewed by the Chapter President or 
designee, and   the National Service Officer. All applications require the  

 approval of the Chapter President or designee, and the National Service  
 Officer (NSO). 
 

   6)     After approval from the Chapter and National Service Office the application is to be faxed 
  to the Associate Executive Director of the Veterans Benefits Department for final approval. 
  (include all estimates and receipts) Fax number (202) 416-7754 
 
 

         7)  Disbursements exceeding $1,000 must have verification that the assistance 
requested is valid. (Inspection by PVA, etc.) 

 
         8)  In cases where the NSO and chapter disagree regarding approval, or either is 

not available the application will be faxed to the attention of the Associate  
 Executive Director (AED) of the Veterans Benefits Department for final  
 decision. 
 
         9)  All original documentation will be forwarded to the AED of Veterans Benefits for 

accounting and review purposes. Copies of applications are to be maintained 
in the PVA Chapter offices. 

 

 

Anyone needing an application please contact the Iowa PVA Office at 515-277-4782 



 

 

IOWA PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA 

3703 1/2 Douglas Avenue 

Des Moines, IA  50310 
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ORGANIZATION 
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JOHNSTON IOWA 

PERMIT NO. 99 

Are you moving???? 

Don’t forget to notify the office of your new address.  If you are a PVA member, we will let National PVA and  

PN PARAPLEGIA NEWS know where you are moving to, so you won’t miss a single issue.   

Call us at 888-909-4782. 

The 2013 IPVA Bowl-a-Thon 

…….And Fun Was Had By All!!!! 


